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POLICE � COMPLAINTS REGARDING USE OF FORCE 

730. Ms M.M. QUIRK to the Minister for Police:  
I refer to the minister�s response to a question in the Legislative Council in August of this year on public 
complaints against police. Can the minister explain why this year there have been 117 reported cases of 
unnecessary or unwarranted use of force substantiated, whereas in each of the previous three years there has 
been zero complaints recorded?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 
It is interesting that the member for Girrawheen, and the member for Mindarie, lay more complaints against WA 
Police than anyone else whom I know! Some of the complaints are outrageous: they are corrupt, and so on and 
so forth. We have heard those sorts of allegations from the member for Mindarie.  

I am aware of some complaints over Taser use. We know that the member for Girrawheen is not in favour of 
Tasers. But I am in favour of Tasers and so is the commissioner, and we will continue to use Tasers against those 
people who need to be subdued because of their violent behaviour.  

I am not aware of an increase of complaints against police at the level cited by the member. If she wants to give 
me the information, I will look into it. I will keep the member waiting a moment or two before she asks her 
supplementary question. If the member has any concerns, she should bring them to me. That is the job of a 
shadow minister. If a shadow minister has a concern in an area in which she has a shadow portfolio 
responsibility, she would normally take it up with the minister involved and the minister will do what he can to 
assist her, as I have always tried to assist the member for Girrawheen. However, she makes some outlandish 
comments in this place and in the media. I could not believe the press release she sent out this morning over the 
Bush Fires Act. She is criticising me for not bringing legislation into this place in March.  

Point of Order 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I draw your attention, Mr Speaker, to standing order 78. The question was specifically 
about police complaints, not about bushfires. The opposition has remained silent during this answer. I would ask 
the minister to come back to the question.  

The SPEAKER: Minister, I hope you will return to the question asked by the member for Girrawheen.  

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Mr Speaker, I am more than happy to come back to the question that the member for 
Girrawheen asked. I was merely pointing out that she makes allegations in here, much like the shadow Minister 
for Health, I gather, which are simply not true. I am not going to take the figures that she says are correct without 
confirming them with the Commissioner of Police. I will do that with the greatest of pleasure and I will give her 
the information. A supplementary? 
 


